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Abstract 
 The bachelor thesis “Comparison of Referendums on Devolution in Wales” deals 
with the process of political devolution in Great Britain, or rather in Wales with emphasis 
on two referendums on this question, which took place in 1979 and 1997. The main topic 
of this work is an establishing of a relationship between central British and regional Welsh 
government that culminated in the origin of National Assembly for Wales in 1998. In the first 
referendum Welsh people expressed a negative attitude to devolution and in the second one 
they changed their mind about it and voted for devolution. The main goal of this work is 
to explain basic facts that caused the difference between the results of referendums. This 
comparative work determines criteria and through the analysis of them it gains characteristics 
of both referendums in which people voted on founding of the National Assembly for Wales. 
In its major part, the work deals with the comparison of referendums on the basis of their 
descriptions. The attention is put also on the development of political situation in Wales, 
which preceded declaration of the first referendum. The political conditions in the time 
between referendums are described too. In the conclusion of the work, the influence of 
political circumstances on the change in attitudes of Welsh towards devolution is analyzed. 
 
 
 
